Chudleigh Area Youthwork Project

Prayer Letter – September 2011

News for the first term in this academic year for youthwork in our area …

As at the start of each term, Jess has been on conference in North Devon with all the other trainee youth workers with South West Youth Ministries (SWYM). She will have had four days of fellowship, fun and Bible teaching as well as more detail about her studies for this year and that involves a dissertation. 

Over the summer Jess has been involved in several events with young people (Spree and Soul Survivor) as well as taking time to refresh on holiday and attending Momentum – it’s like Soul Survivor, but for those in their twenties and thirties.

Give thanks:

· We asked for prayer for Spree - a weekend of camping near Crediton with lots of organised activities organised by SWYM (South West Youth Ministries, the organisation that supports Jess) and Urban Saints. It was great fun and a fantastic time for children and young people to learn more about deepening their relationship with God. 

· Jess continues to mentor a young person in the area following the ‘Rise Up’ programme and this continues to be a blessing to both of them and it is exciting to see that four more young people have signed up for the course. (Jess isn’t mentoring all of them!!)

· Soul Survivor (SS) also went well and all loved it. Give thanks for all that the young people experienced and that all were safe during their camping extravaganza! Praise God that as a result the young people hope to take part in an event to raise awareness of persecuted Christians on 4 – 6 November; more information nearer the time. Praise God that some managed to complete the reading the Bible in a year after last year’s SS and please pray that all who start again now will be disciplined and blessed by it.

· The CAYP service that Jess led with the young people in June was very enjoyable and it was great to see all the young people take part and Jess’s enthusiasm for them and God! Praise God that the young people had the opportunity to share with everyone and pray that they would be encouraged to do so more and more! Next CAYP service: 6:30pm, 20 November, Chudleigh Parish Church.

We are all very excited, along with Jess, about plans for the Chudleigh Knighton Group: Jess hopes that each Tuesday the group will be a time where the Christian young people can invite their friends along for a meal altogether and the chance to thrash out those issues that many of us struggle with such as proving God exists and how a loving God allows suffering etc. Please pray that this group will take off and be a place where people find faith and/or grow in it and for sensitivity and wisdom for Jess as she leads. The plans need fine tuning but please pray that these are sorted soon so it can start as soon as possible.

Jess says …

· Give thanks for a fantastic summer break and that young people had time off to refresh etc.

· Give thanks for all the camps and festivals that our young people attended over the summer, and praise Him for how He has worked in them all. Please pray that what they learned/experienced etc will still be real and relevant in their lives now.

· Please pray for all the young people at the start of a new school year, especially for those who are attending new schools and that they settle and adapt quickly and painlessly.

· Please pray for all those young people who are starting big chapters in their lives; GCSE's, A LEVELS, DEGREES! 

· Please pray for all the groups I am involved with starting again for this academic year.

· Please pray for me to have new opportunities to share God’s love with more young people this year. 

· Please pray for my last year of studying and that I can complete this year well.

· Please pray for fresh ideas for the work I do and for me to be open to new ideas, and to keep passionate.

· Please pray that I stay strong in Christ.

· Please pray that I am able to enjoy all the moments God will give me!

..........................................

Jess’s timetable continues much as last term with Tuesdays being taken up with Teign School and the Chudleigh Knighton group, alternate Friday evenings with those in Yr10 – 13 in Chudleigh, talking young people to Soul Exeter once a month on a Saturday and the ET each Sunday evening in Chudleigh.

..........................................

And finally, the future... Thank you to all who were able to attend the meeting at the end of last term where Martin Thompson (Diocesan Youthwork Adviser) led us through a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats analysis (SWOT analysis). We asked for your prayers to be that this time spent together would be fruitful and purposeful; it certainly gave plenty of food for thought. Thank you too for your prayers about the future of the project for September 2012 onwards as Jess finishes with us at the end of this academic year. Please continue to pray for much wisdom and sensitivity as we seek God’s will for the youth of this area; pray for the ability to hear the Lord’s voice and His direction for this project. Pray too for the faith to go forward as He wants and to not be distracted by our own ideas and designs.
If you would like more information about the project, or to become a ‘Friend of Chudleigh Youth Work’ and support the work financially or help out practically, please contact Maryon Avery. (maryon.avery@sky.com)









